
-{.g

CIIIWIT SSIIUd HIUO/V\

YU JUsflTIO NI{O[ UtS
SNOIIVUISNTTI (INY IIVUIUOd HIIIT\

NETTNfl AUNEI-I UNFIIUY
Ag CgIICg

SYUOAA EI[TdH[O3 fHI
IUYIdSIYYHS INYITTIA

https://www.libris.ro/the-complete-works-william-shakespeare-ASO978-1-8493114-6-5--p24187198.html


rzL

6rL

,{:essolg

(e6s r)
eroow sElrroql rIS ruo{ euers

fiL (ro9r) aprnl pue x.ruaoqd orlf,

g r / f,rsnry Jo seto5 ,fupun5 ol steuuos

9tL rurr31r6 etuuolsstd eI{J

tt L turtlduo3 s(re^o'I V

lol ( -965r) slauuos

56g (f65r) ecercnl

6gC (t65r) sruopy PUE snue1

srrNNos 8 slNlod

6gg (t r-zr9r) ,pqEIE aqr ,ftua11 8ury

5Sg (zr-rr9r) rseduraa eqa

StS (r r--or9r) elEI s(retulr!\ aql

i,9 (ot-6o9rlaurlaqum3

L6S (61o9r) ar,(a1o acutr4 'sa1crre4

rgS (S-qogr) suep\iJo uorulJ

65S (L-9o9r)snutlorro')

LtS (L-9o9t) errdoa13 pue -,{uotu5'

'sntue8 pue

-&rpuos;ed s(]aod eqt Jo uonnlo^e ar{l

Surlre,rar rusIuBEJo Sur.Lror5 puB IBILA

e se lng ]ueuo^elqJ? Jo luerunuoru
f,rlBls E sE rou v(e1d agl 1o ,{poq agl
qceordde ol srapeel elq€ue or pau8rsap

6*

t6t

sLt

/cc

6tf.

tzt(r--oo9r)
rospull!\Jo searrll t:a1,9 aqa

tot (6165r) Surqro1q lnoqv oPV rlrnl,V

58. (6165r) qUId aqr.uuag 8ury

t9, (g-I6St) tprnog
aqt .,fuua11 8ury;o uEd Puof,es eIlJ

tlz (g-/65t) qtrnoC
eqr -uue11 8ury yo tred lsrlC eql

Lzz (L-965r'l erIuer\Jo luellrrery eqJ

trz (9-S6-cr) puores eqt preqcry 8ury

f-6t (f-t6Sr) -tterr{q er{l-+o Surruea aqa

LLr (L-965r) uqof8ury

uourPe uE Jo JnoAEJ uI PeuoPuEqE
ueeq ser{ 'pa.tto1yo1 ,{11usre,trun acuts

PuE orloc ]srrd eqr tuo$ Surrtp

'sarpa8erl pur salJotsr{'satpatuoo
olul uorsr^IP Pernouoq-au! eqJ
'r.pJEeseJ luaJeJ Jo sllnsel IEJeuaS

(9-5o9r) rta1 8ury

@-9o9r) I{teqJBW

(S-io9r)
arrue1Jo roory eql 'olleqto

(S-fo9r) arnseatr{ ro1 arnssatrV

(€-zo9r)

IIal\ sPUg ler{I iler,!\ s,lN

(z-ro9r) Eplsser3 pue snllorl

(r--oo9r)
>peruueq Jo acuu4'tapue11

ioogr-665r1
IIrr\ no trq!\'ro ltg8r51 qlla-^eJ

(oo9r-665r) tI e{lT no1 sV

(oo9r-665 r) rese3 sn4nf

(9-S65 t)
tuearq s,rg811q rerurunsplry y

(-(-f6Sr) raqnf pue oaruod

(S-i6-ct) tsoT srrnoqe'I s.e^o-I

(S-f6-cr)
euora-^ Jo ueue]lue3 o,tll erlf

(t-z6S r) srorrE Jo dpauo3 aqa

(i-i6S r) snrluorpuy snll1

(f.-z6Sl p{I{J ar{r prrqrry 8ury

(r-o65t)

SIS

66+

LLT

65b

rll

19r

6€r

lZI

5or

ll^x

L^x

r6

SL

t_(

5i
rpx15 eqr lrueg Er4ygo ued PrqJ erll

Lr(r--o6Sr)
qr{S aqr &ueg 8ur;;o tred puoras eqJ

r (z-iSr1
qrxls et;r Lrue11 8ury;o ]rtd lsrlC aLIJ

SAVId ] HI

or[od ]sfld arll luo{ suollBrlPscl

dqde:8or1qrg pelJeles

esn,'(tp-{:e.tg
ur e:eadsaleqg ruo{ suolletonQ

lx L6-L4t
'relu]Bd puts rolertsnlll '.lraqllC uqo[:t5

la teod eql'ro 'aruedseleqQ
s.uos.Gtag op1a1y qQry

a:eadselugs rutl IIt \t s,,[a-u1nV u q o 
f

er1r Sunuesa.rdar,{rre; sB uelel og dBuI

eruenbes et[J lnq 'sappcg5p qryt
laseg os lJehns 3 rr ePBru sI &rlBug
o1 rrrrBIJ ou 'd[BJn]EN 'uoDlsoduroJ

rrerP Jo rePJo IBJISolouoJr{c ew ul
peSuelle eJE sdeld et1r eurnlo sr-F uI

stueluoJ



Jol- Aubr s William Shakespeare

Mr William Shakespeare was born ar
Stratford-upon-Avon in the county of
Warwick. FIis father was a butcher, and
I have been told heretofore by some of
the neighbours that when he was a boy
he exercised his father's trade, but when he
killed a calf he u.ould do it in a high style,
and make a speech. There was at that time
another butcher's son in this town that was
held not at a1l inferior to him for a natural
nit, his acquaintance arrd coaetanean lcon-
temporanl, but he died young.

This \\rilliam being inclined naturally to
poetn- and actilg, came to London, I guess,
about eighteen; and was an actor at one of
rhe plar-houses, and did act exceedingly well
(nou- Ben Jonson was never a good actor,
but an excellent instructor).

He began early to make essays at dramatic
poetr.!-, which at that time was very low;
and his plays took well. He was a handsome,
rvell-shaped man: very good company, and
of a very ready and pleasant smooth wit.

The humour of the constable in, A
Jlidnmnter Night's Dream he happened to
take at Grendon in Buckinghamshire -
I thin-k it was midsummer night that he

happer.recl to lie there - uhich is on the road
frorn Lonclon to Stratford, and there u,as

1iv-ing tirat constable about r64u, lr.hen I first
came to Oxford: l[rJosias Hor.ve is of rhat
parish, ar-rd knell' him. Ber Jonson and he
did eather humours of rnen dailv',vherever
therlcarrre. L)nc rirnc r. he u rs ,ri the tarcrn
at Stratford-upon--\on, one Cornbes, :rn old
lich usurer, was to be buried. he nukes there
this extetnporar-1 epiraph

Ten in thc hundred the l)eril a11ou.s.

But Cornbes lvill hare tu,elve, he sr.r-ears

ancl vov,s:
If an1, one asks vho lies in the tornb,
'IIohl' quoth the Devil, ''tis rnl.John r>

Combe.'

He rvas \l-ont to go to his native countq'
once a \,.ear. I rhink I have been told that
he left fzoo or 93oo per annurr there and
therealtout to a sister.

I hare heard Sir \,\111iam Daven:rnt and
,\'Ir Thonras Shedu-ell (nho is counted the
best corredian rvriter of corredies *-e h.aye
r-ror.r) say that hc hacl a mosr prodieious.u..it,
and did aclnrire his natural parts bevond all
other clrarnatical 'uriters. lle u'rs \yont to

sav (B. Jonson's Undent:oadi) that he lrever
bbttcd out a line in his life'; said Ben.fonson,
'I rvisl-r he had blotted our r r}rousand.'

His comedies u-ill rernain lvit as long irs

the English tongte is understoocl, for that
he hanclles zrzoz'e.r l:ornintLtn [the wavs of rlen].
Nor.l' our present rvriters reflect sci rnuch
upon pirrtic'ular persons rnd cox-cornbities,
that nr.eufi, \'ears hence they r,r,ill not bc
understoocl.

Though, as BenJonson s:rvs of him, that
he had but little Latin and less Creek, he
unclerstood Latin pretn u el1, lor he had been
in l-ris vounger 1c.lrs a schoolnrrster in the
countl.\'.

'l'his account of \,\'illiam Shakespeare's lile
v'as vr'r'itten by John Aubrer' (t626-9), m
English andquarirn, abour sixw*-five vexrs
aher thc l)uet'\ Jerth in his c,rllecri,,n,,l'
short bioqraphies, entitled Brie.f t,iues, it'r
rvhich he chroniclecl dre great and the aood
of the previous centun.. FIe uscd infbnn-
etion ftirnishccl bv \\ri1lianr Beeston, son
of Christopher Beeston, r.rlro u.as one of
Shakespearc's theatrical colleag;ues.

Ralph Waldo Emerson's Shakespeav"q or, tbe Poet

Great men are more distinguished by range
and extent than by originaliry. Ifwe require
the originality which consists in weaving,
like a spider, their web from their own
bowels; in finding clay, and making bricks
and building t}re house, no great men are
original. Nor does valuable originality
consist in unlikeness to other men. The hero
is in tle press of knights, and the thick of
eventsl and, seeing what men want, and
sharing their desire, he adds the needful
lenefi of sight and of arm, ro come at the
desired point. The greatest genius is the
most irdebted man. A poet is no ratdebrain,
saring *'hat comes uppermost, and, because
he sars er erlthilg, saymg, at last, something
good: but a heart in uaison with his time and
countn. There is nothing whimsical and
tanu-stic in his production, but sweet and
sed. earnesg freighted with the weightiest
conrictions. and pointed with the most
determined aim *hich any man or class
L:rorrs of in his times.

The C,emus of our life is jealous of
irrdiriduais. and ndl not have any individual
.'sreat. e\cept through the general. There is
no choice to qenius. ,{. great man does not
s-ake up on some fine morning, and say, 'I

am full of lif-e, I u.ill go to sea, rnd find rn
A.ntlrctjc continent: toclal I u-ill square the
circle: I will ransack botanv, and find a nelv
food for rn.rn: I h:rve a neu. rrchirecture in
rnv mirrd: I foresec a nerl, mechanic por.er;'
no, but he finds hirnself in the rir.er of the
thor-Lehts and e\.ents, tbrcecl onu.ard bv the
iders rrrd net essitics of hi\ c()nten)por,rrier.
IIe stancls rvhcre a]l the er.es of men look
one \\a)-, and their hands .l1l point in the
direction in u-hich l.re should go.'I-he churcl.L
has reered him amidst rites and pomps, and
he carries out the advicc u-hich her music
ga.,.e hinr, and builds a c:rthedral neecled bv
her chrttt' rtnd protcs.ions. I lc finds I r,rlr
raging: it educates hirn by trulnpet, ill
barracks, and he betters the instructior-r. He
finrls two cor-r11ties groping to bring coal, or
flour, or fisl-r, frorn the place of production
to the place of consumptiou, ancl he hits on
a railroed. E\-enr mxsrer has lound his
nraterials coliectecl, and his por.r,er lay in his
st'mpathr u.ith his people, ancl in his lor.e
of the rnaterials he u'rought in. \\'hat an
gq611nml .l-por,rell rntl rr hlt ,r tornpensrLion
for thc shortness of lif-el rU1 is clone to his
hancl. The u-o;'ld hrs brorLght him thus fnr
on his u'a.v. The hurnan race has golle out

hefore hirn, sunk tl.re hills, tr1led the l.rollor.r.s,
rnd LrriJgcd lhe rirer:. .\lcn. narions. |octs.
artisrns, \\'olnen, all have i.rorked fbr him,
and he enters into their hbours. Choosc an.r-
r,thcr rlrirrg. our of the linr of terrtlcncr. out
of the nrtionirl leeling end history, and he
u'oulcl hrve all to do tbr hinrself: his powers
rvoulcl be expended in thc first preparxrions.
(ireat genial pol\.er, one u-otld almost sa1.,

consists in r-rot beinq original at all; in beir-rg
altogether receprive; in letting the rvorld ckr
all, and suffering rhe spirit of dre hour to
pass unobstr-ucted throuqh the nrind.

Shakespearc's l-outh fell in r time r.r.hen
the Enelish people rvere impor.tunate for
dramatic entertainments. '['he court took
ofTence easilr.. :rt politic.rl allusions, and
attempted to suppress them. 'l-he Puritans,
a qrou'ir-rg and energetic parfi,, and the
religious alnong the Anq-licrn church, r,r'ould
suppress therl. But the people rvantcd them.
Inn-vards, houses without roof.s, and er-
ternporaneous enclosures at countn, fairs,
\crr tlte rrrdr tltc,ttrcs,,f rtrollilrg plrrrers.
Thc peoplc h,rd tasrecl this neu joi;-.rnd, ts
u-e could not hope to supllress ne\{-spapers
no\1' - lto. not bV the strongest pxrt\- -
ncrtl.rer then cor-Lld king, plelat!, or p.,riin,,,
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RALPH \V.{I-DO EMERI^ON S SII/I(ESP-E:I RE, OR, THE POET

. :roq- indsible channels by which the
-'ror is made a\Mare of their wishes, the
-,rJ of practical and knowing men, who,

:i aralrrespondence or conversation, are

---J:g him with evidence, anecdotes, and

--:=-ares. and itwill bereave his fine attitude
.:.i resistance of sometling of their
i:pressir-eness. As Sir Robert Peel and Mr
\1 ebsterrote, so Locke and Rousseau think
tbr fiousands; and so there were fountains
all around fIomer, Menu, Saadi or Milton
trom s-hich they drew; friends, lovers, books,
traditions, proverbs - all perished -which, if
seen. n'ould go to reduce the wonder. Did
the bard speak with authority? Did he feel
himself overmatched by any companion?
The appeal is to the consciousness of the
nriter. Is there at last in his breast a Delhi
*-hereof to ask concerrring any thought or
thing, whether it be verily so, yea or nayl
and to have ans'wer, and to rely on that?
-\ll the debt which such a man could contract
to other wit would never disturb his con-
sciousness of originality: for the ministr-
ations of books, and of other minds, are a

whiff of smoke to that most private reality
with which he has conversed.

It is easy to see that what is best written or
done by Benius, in the world, was no man's
worlq but came by wide social labour, when
a thousand wrought like one, sharing the
same impulse. Our English Bible is a

wonderful specimen of the strength and
music of the English language. But it was
not made by one man, or at one time; but
centuries and churches brought it to
perfection. There never was a time when
there was not some ffanslation existing. The
Liturgy, admired for its energy and pathos,
is an anthology of the piety of ages and
nations, a translation of the prayers and
forms of the Catholic church - these
collected, too, in long periods, from the
prayers and meditations of every saint and
sacred writer, all over the world. Grotius
makes the like remark in respect to the
Lord's Prayer, that the single clauses of
s-hich it is composed were already in use, in
the time of Christ, in the rabbinical forms.
He picked out the grains of gold. The
nen-olrs language of the Common Law, t}le
impressive forms of our courts, and the
precision and substantial truth of the legal
drstinctions, are the contribution of all the
sharpsiqhted, strong-minded men who
hare lired in the countries where these laws
so1€rn. The translation of Plutarch gets
ics ercellence bv being translation on
rarulation. There never was a time when
there sas none. All the truly diomatic
and nation'al phrases are kept, and all others
successiseh- picked out and thrown away.
Something like the same process had gone
on. lons beibre, sith the originals of these
book. The norld takes liberties with world-

books. \'edas, Aesop's Fdtles, Pllpav, ALnltinn
Nights, Cil, lliil, Robtu Hootl, Scotish
J,Lnst'ely,, are not the u.ork of single rren.
In thc crxnposition of such lr.orks, the rirne
thinks, the m:rrket thinks, the rnason, dre
crrpenter, the [rerchant, the fanner, the fop,
all think lor us. Ever v* book supplies its time
u-itl-r one good rvord; every rnunicipal 1au.,

er.er-"- trade, er.en, fblly of the dar-, and the
gencric catholic qenius u-ho is not afraicl or
rsharncd to o\re his originalitt, ro the
oriqinalitv of all, stands u.ith dre next age as

the recorder and embodinrent of his ou,n.
\\ie have to thank the researches of

antiquaries and the S1-rakespeare Societv lbr
ascertaining the steps of the Enelish dranre,
flom the ,llr.steries celebr:rted in churcl-res
and bv churchrnen, and dre final cletachment
from the church, and the completiorr of
secnlar plats, frctrn Fen'et and Pon'at, and
(larnrner Gurton's Nccr//a, dorvn to the
possession of the stage bv the r-ery pieces
rvhich Shakespeare alterecl, ren.rodelled, and
finailv macle his own. Elated rvidr successj
:rnd piqued bv the grou,inEl interesr of
the prob)em, thc'", l.rave left no bookstall
unsearched, no chest in a g'lrret unopened,
r-ro file of old yellou accounts to decompose
in danrp and lr'onns, so keen was the hope
to discover r.r'-hether the boy Shakespeare
poacl-rcd or not, lvhether he l-reld horses at
the theatre door, rvhether he kept school.
and u'hv he left in his uill oll.v his second-
best bed to Ann Hatharval., his rvife.

There is sornes.hat touching in the mad-
ness u idr rl'hich the passing age miscirooses
the object on u,hich all candles shine, and
all eves are turned; the care rvidr rvhich it
registers every trifle touching Queen
Elizabeth, and King-Iames, and the Esseres,
Leicesters, Burleighs and Buckinghanrs; and
let pass u.ithout a single valuable note the
founder of :rnother drmrsq,, u-hich alone u.ill
cause the J udor d1'r'ras6.- to be rernernbered
the man 'u-ho carries the Saxon race in hint
bv the inspiration u'hich feeds him. ancl on
r\.hose thoushts the foremost people of
the uorld are no\\' fbr son're ages to be
nourished, ancl rninds to receive this and
not anodrer bias. A popular plaver - nobodv
suspected he rvas the poet ofthe human race;
and the secret was kept as f'aithfullv lrom
poets and intellectual men, as fiorl courtiers
and ffivolous people. Bacon, u,ho took the
inl,entory of the human understanding fbr
his times, never mentionecl his name. Ben
Jonson, though u.e have strained his few
rvords of reglrd and penegvric, had no
suspicion of the elastic thn-re .lr.hose first
r-ibrrtions be'ri'as atternpting. T{e no cloutrt
thought the praise he has conceded to hirr
gererous! and esteenred himself. out of nll
question, the better poet of the trl,o.

If it neecl wit to knou- ult, accordine to the
proverb, Sh:rkespeare's tirne should be
capable ofrecognising it. Sir lJenry\\'otton

u'as born four vears after Shakespeare, and
died t$ enq-three \rears alter hirr; nncl I find
among his correspondents and acqr.raintances
the follou,ing persons: Theodore Beza, Isaac
(Jasaubon, Sir Philip Sidner,, Earl of Essex.
Lord Bacon, Sir !\'alter Raleigh, John
Ililton, Sir Henrr \rane, Isaac \\ialton,
Dr Dome, Abrahanr Cou4el,, Bellarrnine,
Clharles Cotton, -fohn P1rn, John Hrles,
Kepler, \-ieta, Albericus (ier.rtilis, Paul Sarpi,
.\rininiusl v'ith all of r.r hom exist sornc token
of his havins communicatecl, uithout
enumer':rting many odters, l'horr doubrless
he slw - Shakespcare, Spenser. Jonson,
Beaunront, n{assinger, rryo Herberts,
Ihrlou,, Chaprnan, and the rest. Sincc the
constellation of great men lr'ho appeared in
Greece in the time of Pericles, there u'as
never any such societt, - vct their genius
failed them to find out the best head in the
universe. Our poet's nrsk u-as irnpenetrable.
You cannot see the mountain near. It took a

cenrunr to make it suspected; end not until
tu'o centuries had passed, after his death, did
anv criricism u-hich u e think:rclequate bcein
to appear. It r.r,as not possiblc to write the
historv of Shakespcare trll norv; for he is
the father of Cierrnan literlture: it v-as on the
introduction of Shrkespeare into German ltv
Lessing, and the translation of his r.vorls br
\\ ieland arrJ Schlescl. thrt $e rapi,l hrrrir
of German literarr.rre \\,as nost irtirnatclv
currnecrc(1. lt $ as rr,,t until th., ninet.cnth
century, u,hose specul.rtive genius is a sort of
living Flarnlet, that dre tragedl: of Httmlet
shoulcl find such uondering readers. Nou',
literature, philosophy and thousht are
Shakspearised. Ifis mind is the horizon
beyond'nhich, at present, we do not see. C)ur
ears are educated to nrusic bv his rhr.thm.
Coleridge and Goethe are the only critics
u,ho have expressed our conr-ictio:rs r.r,ith rn-"-

adequrte f:tlelin: hut rhere is in rll culrir rtcd
rnir-rds a silent appreciation of his superlati'r,e
pou.er and beautl-, which, like Christianiw,
qualifies the period.

The Shakespeare Societrr have enquired in
all directions, adr.ertised rhe missing tircts,
oI1-ered rnoney for anv intirrmation rhat rvill
lead to proof; and with u-hat resultsi Beside
some important illustration of the historv of
thc F.nglish st:rgc. to ulrieh I hare l,lreric.l.
they har,'e gleaned a few fhcts touchine the
property, and dellings in legrrd ro propert\,,
of the poet. It appears thrt, florn vear to vear,
he os,ned a larger share in the Blackfriars'
Theatre: its u.ardrobe and other appurren-
ances u-ere his: that he bougirt an estate in his
natile l-iilaqe u.ith his eamings as ririter and
shareholder; that he livcd in the best house in
Stratford; u'as entr-usted bv his neighbours
r.r.'ith their cornrrissions in Lonrlor-r. lrs of
borrou.ing rnone\r, ancl the liL-e; that he r,vas a

veritable firmer. About the time.,i,'hen he u rs
*-ritrng Xlacbeth, he sues Philip Rogers, in the
borouq'h-court of Stratfirrd, for tl.rir6'-fir,e
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RALP}{ WALDO E\,I[RSON,S SLIAKESPE4RE, OR, THE POET

r.rl.rorship. \\'ith dris u,isdom of life is the
:c u.rl endorvrlent of irnaginative and of \ric
pl )\\ er. FIe clothed the creanrres of his
legend $ ith form ancl sentinrenrs, as ifthey
,, crc people rvho had livecl under his rooi;
anrl f'erv real men have left such distinct
chlracters as these fictions. And thev spoke
in Jar-rgrrage as sweet as it w-as fit. Yet lis
talents never scducecl him into an
uqlent;rtiun. nor tlid he hrrp on ol)c su'ing.
-\rr or-nnipresent humrrnity co-ordinates
all his f'aculties. (]ive a man of talents a story
to tell, rnd his partialitv rvill present)1,
appear. He has certain obsetwatioos,
opinions, to1-rics, which have some accidentai
prrrminence, ancl rvhich he disposes all to
erhibit. FIe crenrs this part, and stan.es that
od'ier part. consultingl not the finress of the
r hirlc. but his fitness and strength. Br,rt
Sirakespeare has no peculiariti,, no
rr'nfiortunate topic; but ail is duli, given; no
\:1r5. 1-ro cuflosities: no co\r-parnter) no
brrJ-tincier, no mannerist is he: he hes no
.liscor erable egotism: the c-rcat he tells
sreatl\'; the small subordinately. Ile is *.rse
u ithout emphrsis or assertionl he is strong,
r\ nirrlrre is strong, u,ho li{ts the land into
molurtain slopes u'ithout effort, and by the
\rirre rule as she lloats a br-rbble in the :rir,
rncl likes as u'ell to do the one as the other.
This makes that equaliw of pouer in f:arce,
rr,,le.lr. nrrrJtivc ,.,n,l le1 s-songs: r merit
so incessant that each reader is incredulous
r>i the perception of other reaclers.

Ti-ris power of. expression, or of trans-
ferrinq the inmost truth of tiinEJs into rrusic
'.rncl r erse, makes him the q,pe of the poet,
ar-rd hrs added a new problem ro meta-
phr-sics. This is that rvhich thror,vs hinr into
nltur:rl histon-, as a nrain production of
ile uJolre, and as amrouncing nelv eras and
,r:nelior:rtions. -[-hings u.ere rnirrored in his
'ir1)ct11,'\\-idrout loss or blur: he could paint
.l:' ti're v,idr precisiorl, the great \vith
- ::'llrss: rhe tragic and comic indifferently,
.:r., uithout any distortion or favour. I{e
- , -.. irs pouerful execution into rlinute

. -,,-.: :o l hLrir point; finishes an er,,elash or
. . ..- r- hlrn]r rs hc drarrs l rnorrrrtrrin:

.: -. ' .: ti-rese. likc narure's, rvill be:rr the
r- -,: rr' ,ri ti-re solar rlicroscope.

-:- .: ,.t irc is ti-re chief exarnple to pro\/e
:- - :. ,,r less of production, ntore or

r- :- '-rt-r.t:.:. is r thu-re indifferent. FIe hacl
: : ', : :,) rrrrke one picnrre. Daguerre

: -- .'.: - r ,', r, , ler r,,ne tlo$ er etch its irnage
- : .' ,.. , i rotlinel ancl then proceecls at

,'', -_-.',, ::.:.'lllll",,:, lHlJfiii:]:f
r:-: -r '-r::.:- :-ifrc>entatiollr :ft laSt; lnd

. ,:. r, , !,: oi flgrrc.s sit fbr their
' -- : \ :.,','!lc .rur bc giyen fbr the
:. -- > : ..:..|tc.ire: but the possibility

-:-. ..-- ,.:,-
rl .- .1 ( q. i- th. lcrttur ,,f thc

picce. The somrets, though their excellence
is lost in the splendour of the dramas, are as

inimitable as the\': and it is not rr nrerit of
lines, but'.r total rnerit of the piece; like the
tone of 'r-r>ice of some inconrparable person,
so is this :r speech of poetic beings, and anv
clause as unproducible nolv as a uJrole poem.

Thoug'h the speeches in dre plavs, and
sinele lines, have a beau6- u-hich terrpts dre
err to pause on them fbr their euphuism,
vet the sentence is so loaded ri.ith nteaning,
and so linke d n-ith its fbre goers urd
follou,ers, that the logician is satisfied. I{is
me:rns tlre as admirable as his ends; even'
suLrortiinatc inr errtion. lr1 u hich hc hellx
hinrself to connect some irreconcilable
opposites, is a poen too. IIe is not recluced
to disn'rount rnd walk, because his horses
are rumnins o1T s.-it} him in sorne clistant
dirct ti,,n: ltc rlil rtr s ridcs.

The finest poetn'\\.as t'irst e.rperience: but
the thought has suffered a transfbnnation
since it u.as an cxperience. Cultivrtecl rnen
often attain a good deqree ofskill in $.ritire
verses; but it is e:rs1' to read, throue'h their
poerrs! dreir personal historv; envone
acquainted s,ith prrrties can name every
fiqxrc: this i:.Lrdrcu. an(l rhar is R,rchci.
The sense thus renrains prosaic. It is a

caterpillrrr.r,-ith r.r ings, and not yer a
l,Lrttcrflr. In rhc porrts rrrind. tlre facr hr'
gone quite over into the neu, elernent of
drouq'ht, and has lost:rll thrt is exurial. 'fhis
gencrosiw abides'rvi th Shakespeare. \,1''e say,
fi'om the truth and closeness of his pictures,
that he knos-s thc lesson bv heart. Yer therc
is rrot a rrlce ot'egotisnt.

One more royel trait prr4rerl1. belongs to
the poet. I rne..rn his chcerfulness, r.l,ithour
u-hich no man can be a poet - for beautv is
his lim. I le lur cs . irruc. n.,t lor it,
oblig'ation, but for its srace: he delights in
the vr.or1d, in man, in rvonran, fbr the lovelv
)ight thrr sparkle' rrorrr rhcnr. Beaun. rlrc
spirit of iol and hilarin., ire she ds over rhe
uni."'erse. Epicur-us relates thar poetn, hadl
such chrrrns that a lover nright forsake his
nistress to partake of thern. And rhe rme
bards har.e been noted lbr their firm and
checrful telnper. ]Iorler lies in sr-Lnsl-rine;

Chaucer is glad and erect; ancl Saadi says, 'It
u-as mmoured rbroad that I ."i.as penitent;
but l'hat had I to do u,ith repenrancei' Not
Jess sor-ereiqn ancl cheerful much rnore
sovereign end cheerftil is the tone of
Shakespelre. IIis nanre suggests ioy and
emrrncip:rtion to dte heart of men. If he
should appcar in rnv ccxnpany of hun'ran
souls, u.ho rvould not r-nrrch in his troop)
He touchcs nr)thing tlrlt d,rrr rrot lrorlos
health and lonqe'r,in,frorr his festir..e snle.

.\rcl nou, horl sturds the rccount of rnan rvitl-r
tl-ris banl and bencfnctor, uhen ir-r solirude.
shutting orr ears to the reverberltior-rs of his
tarne, q'e seek to stlike the balancel Solinrde

has austere Jessons; it can teach us to spare
both heroes :rnd poets; and ir weighs
Shakespeare also, rncl finds him to share the
halfiress and irnperf-ections of hurranity.

Shlkcrpeare. Horrrer. D,rrrre, Chaucer,
sa\\ the splendour of meaningl that plavs
over the r,'isible u,orldl knerr. that a rree had
another use than lbr apples, ancl corn
anothcr than fbr mea1, and the ball of the
earth, than fbr tillaee and roads: that these
thines bore a second and finer harvest to the
rriind, beir-rg ernirlems of its thoughts, and
conl'el.i11g in all their natural history a

certain mute comrnentary on human life.
Shakespeare employed them as colours to
compose his picture. He rested in their
be:ru!v; ancl never took the step u.hich
seemed iner.itable to such genius, namel1,,
to explore the'r,irtue rvhich resides in these
srrnbols, and imparts this pou,er - llhat is
thrr rhich thev themselves sayi He
converted the elements, which lvaited on his
conmand, into entertaimlents. He r.vas

nraster of thc revels to mankind. Is it not as

if one should hlve, through majestic por,r,ers
of science, the cornets given into his hand,
or the planets and their rtoons, ancl shoulcl
drarv thern frorn their orbits to E;lare rvith
the nrunicipal fireu,orks on a holiday night,
encl irdr.ertise in all towns, 'verl. .rr..tn.
pvrotechnv this eveningl'Are thc agents of
nature, and the po\\..er to understand them,
ll'ordr no more then a street serenacle, or
the breath of a cigar? C)ne remembers again
the trumpet-text in the Koran - 'The
hear.ens and the earth, and all that is
betr.i'een them, think ye r,r e have created
drenr in jest?'As long as the quesrion is of
talent and rnentll pou,er, the r,r.orld of rnen
has not his etpral ro shov.. But rl.hen the
question is to iif-e, and its ruaterials, and its
au-xiliaries, hou. ck;es he profit mei \\,hat
cloes it sig^nifi.? It is but t 'fzcclfih Nighr,
or ,)Iirlst.nnnet',\'zgDrs Drautt, <:;r ,t Ll/inter
Ei'ening's'fale ; u'hat signifies anorher picture
rnore or lessi The Eqlptian verdict of the
Shakespeare Societics comes to mincl, that
he rvas a jor-ial actor ancl manager. I clrmot
rrarry dris lict to his verse. Other admirlble
men heve led lir-es in some sort of keeping
uith their thouq'ht; but dris nran, in rvide
contrrst. FIad he Lreetr less, had he rclched
onh. the comrnon measure of g;reat authors,
of Bacon, ,\{ilton, 'I-asso, Cervantes! \,\..e

nright leave the lact in dre tr.l'ilight of human
firte: but, that this nran of men, he'w'ho gave
to the science of n'rind .r neu. and larger
subject than l'rad ever existed, and plantecl
the st:rndarcl of humlnitl, some lurlongs
fonr.ard into Ch:ros - that he shoulcl not tte
u'ise for hirnself - it must c\.en go into thc
rvorld's histon., rhat the best poet led an
obscure irnd profane life, usinq his EJenius
ior the prrlrlic :lnlusernellr.

\\'ell, other men, pricsr and prophet,
Israelite, Gernran ancl Su,ede. behelcl the
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Quotations from Shakespeare in Eve ay Use
Throushout the English-speaking u,orld
the langJuage cif Shakespeare has become
an integral part of everyday conversation,
Lrut rrany of those rvfio use it are probably
unav'are ofits source, and only a very feu.
*ou1d be able to say in vhich plav or in
',r-hat connection a particular passage or
phrase occurs.

Here are listed a representatir.e number
of eramples to illustrate rhis interesring
fact and perhaps to be of use to those
journalists, public speakers, convers-
ationalists and raconteurs w-ho, r.vishing
to bring into play some parricularly apt
Shakespearian quotation, lvo-.rld be glad to
be reminded of the exact u.ords of
the passage thev have in mind and of the
context in which it u.as used, especially as

The First Part of King Henry the Sixth

Since you are tongue-tied
ll, iv 25

The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth

Suffolk, the new-made duke that rules the
roost

t, i, 109

Smooth runs t}le water where the brook is
deep

il, i, 53

As dead as a door-nail
rv 10, 43

Part Three of King Henry the Sixth

And many strokes, though with a litde axe,
Hew down and fell the hardest-timbered

oak
|, i,54

The smallest worm will tum being trodden
o[,

And do'r,es will peck in safeguard of their
brood

t, ii, 17

Ill bloss the wind that profits nobody
il, 5, 55

Strike norr, or else the iron cools
vi,4e

I need not add more fuel to your fire

the sinter of our discontenr
lorious summer by this sun of York

some of the most familiar passages are so
often misquoted. For example, 'A goodly
apple rotten at the beatt'has come to be
rendered 'A goodly apple rotten at the corz'.

It is important to point out that many
of our r.rell-known proverhs app"ar in
Shakespeare's plai.,s in a different fonn
from that u-idelr. adopted. For instance,
we say 'Still waters r-un deep' though the
rendering tn The Secontl Pmt of Heru), the
Sixth is'Srnooth runs the lr,-ater u.here the
brook is deep.' Similarlv, 'It is an ili w.intl
that blows nobody good'is rendered in
The Third Patt of Henry the Sitth as 'I11
blorvs the wind that profits nobody.'

Ser eral ofthe shorr passrges quoied rrla1

not be immediately farniliar in themselves
but have been chosen because thev contain

Slave, I have set mv life upon a cast,
Ard I u'ill stand the haz.ard of the die.
I think there be sir Richmonds in the fie1d;
Five have I slain today instead of l.rim.
A horsel a horsel m1, kingdom for a horsel
V iv,9

Titus Andronicus

. . . more water glideth by the mill
Than wots the miller of
il, i, 85

The Comeiiy 0f Errors

\Vas there ever any man tlus beaten out of
season,

\\4ren in the why and the wherefore is
neither rhtme nor reason?

I, ii. 48

There is something in tle wind
ilt, i, 68

Marty, he must have a long spoon that
must eat with the devil

rv, iii, 64

Two Gentlemen of Verona

Cease to lament for that thou canst not
help

|t, i,241

To make a virrue of necessiry
w, i,62

FIou' use doth breed a habit in a man

Love's Labour's Lost

I would not care a pin
rv iii,18

some u.ell-known phrase. IIolr..ever, where
a recogrisal-rlc line or phrase occurs in one
ofthe longer speeches it has in nearly er.ery
case been extracted and set dovn without
context. Some of the phrases included
lvere no doubt in use before Shakespeare's
time, but their adoption bv him ma1,
perhaps have ensured their sunival.

It is worthy of note that many of the
passages quoted occur in the lesser known
plavs. To give examples, 'One touch of
nature makes the whole u'orld kin' is to
be found in Tr.oilus nnd Cressida and
'Suspicion alu.ays haunts the guilty n-dnd'
appears rn Henry VI Patt j.

The references below each quotation
refer to the act, scene and line number
where the quotation can be found.

The naked tmth of it is, I have no shirt
v, ii, 716

Romeo and iuii*t
I will bite my thumb ar rhem
t, i, 48

\tr/hat's in a namei that which u.e call a

rose,
By an\. other name would smell as s\\,-eet
il, ii, 43

. . . parting in such s\r.eet sorrow,
That I shall sav good-night till it be

tomorro\t'
il, ii,'185

Wiselv and slow: they stumble that run
fast

il, iii, 94

A plague on both your housesl
ilt, i, 94

A Midsummer Nightt Dream

The course of tue love never did run
smooth

t, i, 134

I know a bank where the wild thl,rne blows
|, i,249

King.fohn

I should be merry as the day is long
rv i,18

...abeardlessboy
vi,69

I beg cold comforr
V, vii, 42
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